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pebbles are well known wherever limestone pebbles occur in
sandy deserts. The formation of the ' rills ' was long supposed
to be due to wind action, but it is now known to be a solution
effect. The solution is well demonstrated in some of the lime-
stones containing corals referred to above, the coral being left
standing out in relief from the surrounding matrix. Wind action,
producing a natural sand-blast, results in a smooth polishing and
not grooving of the stones, and the formation of wind-faced
stones, also known as e ventifacts ' or l dreikante,' is well illus-
trated in all its stages by the limestones.
A common form has a long elliptical base with two gently slop-
ing sides, both polished and meeting in a gently curving edge.
Another form is very long and thin, pointed at both ends like a
spindle. More abundant, however, are circular discs with a flat,
slightly pitted and polished surface. These are derived from the
cutting down of the flattish circular pebbles which are rather
abundant in the gravels. According to Dr. A. Wade, who has
made a careful study of wind-faced pebbles in Egypt, they repre-
sent the very last stage in the cutting down of the stones, the flat
polished surface being almost level with the surface of the sand.
* Walking stones.'—The Arabs believe that some stones in the
desert walk about, leaving a track in the sand. They attribute
this remarkable power to the work of spirits. Major Cheesman's
Marri guide traced hiTn the pattern of the track in the sand, and
his drawing of it resembles as much as anything a long and very
curly tail, having in it several very irregular loops. He described
the stones as round and about the size of a hen's egg, and he later
produced an oval pebble of vein-quartz about 6 x 5 x 5 cm. which
he said was one of the kind that do walk.1 Still Cheesman's
party never saw one on the move or even at the end of its track,
though the soldiers arranged one with a sufficiently good imitation
of the track to take in his guide, who was delighted until he dis-
covered the trick.
Mr. Philby brought back several of these f walking stones.'
The largest was ' found by two members of the party who first
saw the tracks and then tracked it down' at Hibaka Qa'amiyat.
This is a smooth cylindrical pebble of limestone about 12 x 6 cm.
and weighs 670 grams. Another from Tuwairifa is a flattened
' dxeikante,' roughly triangular, 4 cm. long, and weighs 26 grams.
While the former could easily roll along, the latter could do nothing
but crawl!
Of quite a different kind is a second £ walking-stone' from
Tuwairifa.   This is the half of a rounded piece of very vesicular
black basaltic scoria weighing 18 grams, and 4 cm. in diameter*
1B, E. Cheesman, in Unknown Arabia, London, 1926, p. 236 and p.28&

